
M at h Com poser  1. 1. 5
ht t p: / / www. m at hcom poser . com

www.tomsmath.com

Find 1
2
 + -5

8

1) First you need a common denominator. 

   1a) Multiply 1
2
 by 4

4
 to get 4

8

2) Now you can complete the solution by replacing 1
2
 with 4

8
 and adding

   4
8
 + -5

8
 = 4  5

8
 = -1

8

3) In one line, it looks as shown below. 

   1
2
 + -5

8
 = 1

2









4
4

 + - 5
8

 = 4
8
 + - 5

8
 = 4 

 5
8

 = -1
8


